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Abstract

This study explores the manifestations of love and longing in the poetry of Abbas ibn
al-Ahnaf, one of the most prominent poets of the Abbasid era. It focuses on the artistic
techniques he employed to express subtle human emotions, demonstrating his successful
blending of emotion and eloquence. The study emphasizes the delicate and sentimental
nature of his poetry, revealing that al-Ahnaf expresses love and yearning in a balanced
style that combines emotional intensity with psychological reflection. He pays close atten—
tion to the minute details of romantic relationships, such as glances, words, and gestures,
using them to vividly and tangibly embody inner feelings. The findings also demonstrate
that the poet utilized simple yet effective artistic devices, such as figurative language,
metaphors, and poetic parallels, avoiding affectation and exaggeration. This imbues his
texts with profound emotion and the capacity to psychologically impact the reader. The
study concludes that love in al-Ahnaf’s poetry is not merely romantic infatuation, but a
comprehensive feeling connected to emotional and spiritual longing, reflecting a holistic
human experience that transcends the boundaries of the relationship between lovers. This
study underscores the importance of Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf’s poetry in preserving the purity
of chaste love poetry during the Abbasid era. It demonstrates how literature can serve as
a window into understanding human emotions and a source of knowledge regarding the
artistic beauty and psychological dimensions of classical Arabic poetry.

Keywords: love and longing, chaste love poetry, Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf, Abbasid poetry.
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