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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of political transformations on the formation of public ed-
ucation curricula in Sudan during the period from 1956 to 2019. This period witnessed frequent
transitions between civilian and military regimes, accompanied by shifts in the intellectual, politi—
cal, and social orientations of the state. The study is based on the fundamental premise that the
school curriculum is not merely a collection of knowledge and skills, but rather a social and cultural
institution that contributes to shaping learners’ perceptions of the state, society, identity, citizen—
ship, rights, and duties .The study employed historical and descriptive—analytical methodologies,
drawing on documentary content analysis and relevant previous studies. The period was divided
into six main phases: the first civilian rule (1956-1958), the first military rule (1958-1964), the
second civilian rule (1964-1969), the May regime (1969-1985), the third democratic period
(1985-1989), and the National Salvation regime (1989-2019). The analysis revealed that politi—

cal transformations were linked to varying degrees, to changes in educational policies, curriculum
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philosophy, and content. The relationship between politics and education was not limited to peri—
ods of military rule but extended to various political eras. The study also revealed the persistence
of some elements of previous curricula despite changes in government, indicating that political
change does not necessarily lead to immediate and comprehensive curriculum reform. Further—
more, the literature highlighted the problem of the absence of a stable national educational phi—
losophy and the influence of political ideologies and orientations on educational policymaking .The
study recommends developing a national philosophy for public education based on citizenship,
a unifying Sudanese identity, respect for diversity, democracy, human rights, peace, and critical
thinking. It also recommends establishing institutional mechanisms to ensure the independence

of curriculum development from political and partisan fluctuations.

Keywords: Political transformations, public education curricula, Sudan, political socialization,

socialization, national education, content analysis.
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