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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the historical factors underlying traditional civil wars in Sudan
and examine how these factors contribute to perpetuating the memory of political violence
and fostering a culture of political violence within traditional communities. It also sought
to propose a university course on the Culture of Peace for integration into higher education
curricula. The study adopted the historical research method. The findings revealed that the
major historical drivers of traditional civil wars in Sudan include revenge, cattle raiding,
disputes over Hawakir (traditional communal land tenure), their association with the Native
Administration system, and conflicts over agricultural land and grazing resources. Further-
more, the study found that these civil wars have played a significant role in reinforcing a
culture of political violence. Based on these findings, the study recommends that state in-
stitutions maintain neutrality by refraining from supporting any party involved in civil con-
flicts, whether on the basis of kinship ties or political affiliation, and avoid the politicization
of tribal communities. It also recommends that the Ministry of Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research adopt the proposed course entitled Culture of Peace and Peaceful Coexistence
Skills as part of university education to equip students with peaceful coexistence skills and
enhance their resilience against future political conflicts.

Keywords: Civil wars; Culture of violence; Culture of peace.
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