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Abstract

This study examined the phonological aspects of the Bournu language (kanuri) and compared them with
the Arabic language , based on the information collected , the study aimed to investigate phonetic issues
between Arabic and kanuri due to the influence of the bornu language on its speakers when learning Arabic
, particularly in the correct pronunciation of certain Arabic sounds . it also sought to conduct a contrastive
study to identify similarities and difference between the to language in terms of phonetics . The date for this
study were gathered from sources , references ,personal interviews , international information to some native
speakers of the language . the study adopted the descriptive —contrastive method and reached the following
findings: there are shared Arabic sounds between Arabic and kanuri . both languages share eight articulato-
ry points related to pronunciation :bilabial labiodental ,dental ,alveolar palate —aveolar palatal and glottal
articulations ,Arabic ,however ,possesses four additional articulatory point not found in kanuri :interden-
tal uvular pharyngeal and velar articulations . Arabic and kanuri also share seventeen consonant sounds,
namely :hamza , b,t,j,d,r,z,s,sh,f kL, m, n ,h,w,and ,y, there are consonants unique to Arabic and absent in
kanuri including : th /dh /z /t / s/ d/gh/h/kh/and/q .

The study further demonstrates the influence of non-arabic linguistic features on some kanuri vowel and
consonant sounds . additionally , some Arabic sounds do not exist in the kanuri language , which creates
difficulties for kanuri speakers in learning standard Arabic there fore the study recommends that teachers of
Arabic adopt teaching method suitable for kanuri learns by focusing on letters and sounds that are difficult

to pronounce
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