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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the difference between maritime law and the law of the
sea, which are often confused in many legal studies. Maritime law addresses provisions
relating to maritime navigation and commercial and economic activities at sea, While the
law of the sea determines the sovereign rights of states in maritime waters in accordance
with international law, this study highlights the fundamental differences between them,
reviewing the legal framework and relevant international legislation. The study followed the
analytical approach, the comparative approach, and the descriptive field approach using the
questionnaire tool. Key findings: The study confirmed a clear distinction between maritime
law, which deals with commercial and regulatory issues related to maritime navigation,
such as contracts, insurance, and liability for maritime accidents, and the law of the sea,
which defines the sovereign rights of states in territorial waters and oceans based on
international law. Despite the similarity in terminology, the legal and substantive nature of
each is entirely different. Key recommendations: Legal awareness programs for maritime
.professionals should be strengthened to ensure accurate application of laws
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